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Rules governing the Montserrat Roig Writing Prizes awarded 
within the framework of the Barcelona UNESCO City of 
Literature programme for 2023  

 

Barcelona was named a City of Literature by UNESCO in December 2015.  

The UNESCO Cities of Literature programme aims to make literature a driving force for development 
and progress in cities. The exchange of innovative projects and best practices and collaboration 
between cities constitute an opportunity to learn new ways of spreading literature at a local level 
and to project the cultural image of Barcelona to the world.  

One of the focuses of action included in the Barcelona City of Literature programme is support for 
the book sector and literary creation, and therefore for authors. This selection process is an 
opportunity to identify and back literary projects brought to life by authors linked to the city of 
Barcelona. 

1. Purpose 

The Barcelona City of Literature programme is launching a selection process for authors with a 
literary project, and will award a maximum of twenty prizes for developing a writing project relating 
to Barcelona in 2023. 

Budget 

Under the Barcelona City of Literature Programme budget, Barcelona Institute of Culture is 
committed to spending a maximum of 60,000 euros within the income and expenditure forecast 
statement for 2023. 

2. Characteristics of the prizes 

These prizes are for writers of any nationality with a fiction (poetry, prose fiction, etc.) or non-fiction 
(e.g. an essay or chronicle) project relating to the city of Barcelona in a broad sense.  

Balance of genders and languages will be considered in the awarding of these prizes.  

Doctoral theses, research projects and projects submitted towards a degree or diploma are not 
accepted. 

3. Beneficiaries 

Authors of literary works, writers, poets, translators and journalists with at least one publication 
under their name and a corresponding ISBN may be beneficiaries of these prizes.  

Playwrights are not included. 

Translations and articles published in the press are not deemed to fulfil the ‘own publication’ 
requirement.  
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Previous recipients of a Montserrat Roig Writing Prize cannot be beneficiaries again until five years 
have passed since they were awarded the prize. 

To participate in this selection process, authors must be over the age of 18. 

4. Duration  

The winning authors will be provided with a space for two months in one of various unique locations 
in the city, where they can develop the writing project they have presented. 

5. Financial award 

The selected authors will receive one thousand five hundred euros (€1,500) per month for two 
months and a workspace where they will develop their writing project. The total amount of each 
prize will therefore be three thousand euros (€3,000). 

Any travel or living expenses incurred during these two months are to be paid by the author. 

6. Dates and location 

For the two months, the authors will be able to use a space free of charge to develop their selected 
writing project.  

The spaces available are within the following facilities: 

- Casa Batlló 
- Biblioteca de Catalunya 
- Reial Acadèmia de Bones Lletres 
- Santa Maria de Pedralbes Royal Monastery 
- Joan Miró Foundation 
- Gabriel García Márquez Library 
- Francesca Bonnemaison Library 
- Montjuïc Castle 
- Arxiu Històric de la Ciutat de Barcelona 
- Picasso Museum 

Each author will have use of a workspace with a desk and a chair. The writer will have to bring their 
own computer. 

The workspace will be available in two periods across the year: between March and June 2023 
(spring period), and between September and November 2023 (autumn period). 

These spaces will be available to the beneficiaries during either of these periods, unless otherwise 
indicated by health authority guidelines. The selected authors agree to respect and follow all Covid-
19 prevention measures and guidelines established by their host facilities. 

 

 

7. Application form 
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Authors interested in the prizes must submit an application on the form found in annex 1 of these 
rules and on the Barcelona City of Literature website 
http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/. The documents specified in the next section 
must be attached to this application form. 

On the application form, the author will be able to indicate in which period they prefer to carry out 
the residency. 

Legal persons must submit the application online. 

In the exceptional case of submitting an application in person, without prejudice to Article 16 of Act 

39/2015, of 1 October, on the Common Administrative Procedure of the Public Administrations, 

these documents may be submitted at any district general registry offices, municipal manager’s 

offices, or municipal institutes. The application may be downloaded from the Barcelona City Council 

e-office:  https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ca/informacio-administrativa/subvencions.  

 
8. Documents to be submitted 

The following documents must be submitted before the application deadline for this selection 
process: 

- Photocopy of DNI/NIE/passport  
- Applicant’s CV (maximum of two pages) 
- Documents that certify that the applicant has an original publication, including: name of 

author, title, publisher, year of publication and ISBN 
- Motivation and description of the project they will carry out in the two months (maximum of 

two pages) 
- Excerpt of the project they will carry out in the two months (maximum of five pages) 

 
Documents may be submitted in Catalan, Spanish or English, except for the ‘Motivation’ and ‘Excerpt’ 
documents, which must be submitted in Catalan or Spanish. 

 
9. Deadline and where to present applications 

The submission deadline for the 2023 call for applications is twenty calendar days from the day after 
the call for applications is published in the Official Bulletin of the Province.   

The application form and the documents indicated in the section above must be submitted through 
the Barcelona City of Literature website http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/ 

10. The selection committee 

The selection committee is made up of three independent people of renown in the book sector, who 
represent the different participants in the industry. Specifically, the jury is composed of a writer, a 
publisher and the representatives of a book shop. 

The jury for the 2023 edition will be: 

- Stefanie Kremser 
- Miquel Adam 
- Anna Arranz and Maria F. Serra (Casa Usher book shop) 

http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ca/informacio-administrativa/subvencions
http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/
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11. Selection criteria 

A pre-selection of applications will be carried out in accordance with the following criteria: 

- Degree of definition of the project. Depending on the genre of the text, the depth of detail 
on the narrative synopsis and the structure of the piece or the description of the narrative 
spaces will be assessed. In the case of an essay, the list of ideas and the definition of the 
relationship and links between the different argumentative elements used will be evaluated, 
while for poetry, the jury will look for a significant representation of the poems to be 
included in the final collection of poems. (Maximum score: 10 points) 
 

- Literary assessment of the text presented by the author, focusing on the aesthetic choices, 
the originality of the proposal in terms of narrative, or other characteristic features that 
define quality standards in literature, as well as any other elements valued by the selection 
committee. For essays, the originality of the ideas expressed will be assessed, as well as the 
potential for them to be developed suggested by the submitted text, as well as any other 
elements valued by the selection committee. (Maximum score: 10 points)    

 
- Professional career of the applicant, expressed in their CV. The amount of published work, 

years of dedication to writing, awards and distinctions for published work, and links between 
the author’s work and the city of Barcelona will be evaluated, as well as any other elements 
of the CV that may be valued by the jury. (Maximum score: 5 points) 

 
- Relevance of the project for the Barcelona City of Literature programme. The selection 

committee will examine the proposal’s suitability in terms of the Barcelona City of Literature 
Office’s fundamental lines of work, which include the dissemination of the city’s literary 
heritage and the construction of Barcelona’s spaces through prose fiction, poetry, or essay. 
(Maximum score: 5 points) 

 
- The project’s link to the city of Barcelona (this is not an essential requirement, but it will be 

assessed positively). Assessment of the city of Barcelona as a narrative or poetic space or as 
an object of argumentation and analysis in the submitted projects. (Maximum score: 5 
points) 
 

The maximum score that may be given to any submitted project is 35 points. 

The selection committee may interview the pre-selected candidates in order to find out more details 
about the submitted projects. 

The organising body will propose a residency period and the specific space assigned to the authors, in 
accordance with each author’s preference as far as possible. 

If the applications submitted do not fulfil the minimum requirements, the selection committee may 
declare the prizes void. 
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12. Notification 

The names of the selected beneficiaries will be published on the Barcelona City of Literature website 
http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/, and the parties will be notified via the contact 
information they provided on the application within ten days of the selection committee members’ 
decision to award the prizes being announced.  

13. Beneficiary rights and duties 

Beneficiaries must respect the operational rules of the place where they carry out the residency. 

Beneficiaries must: 

- Respect the operational rules and opening times of the space where they carry out the 
residency and go there regularly. 

- Participate in the final session of the period, which will be open to the public, to talk about 
the work they have done. 

- Present the writing project they have been working on at the end of the prize period at the 
Institute of Culture. 

- State ‘This work was awarded a Montserrat Roig Barcelona City of Literature Grant by the 
Institute of Culture and Barcelona City Council’ in the credits, in accordance with the 
corresponding corporate image regulations, if the piece gets published. 
 

14. Payment 

Payments will be made through bank transfer. A first payment will be made at the beginning of the 
prize period, and a second at the end.  

The second transfer will be made the month following the end of the residency, provided that the 
author delivers the extract of the writing project they have carried out.  

However, a single payment for the total amount of the grant will be paid if the health situation 
caused by Covid-19 is prolonged and makes completion of the full residency impossible, or if a single 
payment is deemed suitable, given the pandemic situation, as a measure to support creators. 

The corresponding IRPF income tax deduction will be applied to each payment. 

Any fee or tax generated by the prizes is to be paid by the beneficiaries. 

15. Revocation or withdrawal of the prize 

The managers of the Barcelona City of Literature programme may initiate proceedings to revoke the 
prize awarded if the recipient does not fulfil the duties described in point thirteen, due to a non-
justified absence or for any other reason that has a negative impact on the planned activity and on 
the image of the Institute of Culture and the Barcelona City of Literature Programme. 

Should the prize be revoked or withdrawn, the beneficiary must pay back the prize money received, 
and it will be paid to the next applicant in order of the scores established on the list of final results, 
which will be attached to the minutes of the selection committee’s meeting. 

http://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/ciutatdelaliteratura/
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16. Other aspects 

By submitting an application, the applicant indicates that they accept the terms and conditions 
established therein and provides consent for the author’s name to be published if selected. 

The winning authors will remain holders of the copyright for the project they develop. 

The authors will be responsible for any claim made regarding the authorship of work they declare as 
their own. 

Any unforeseen event will be resolved by the organising body. 
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Appendix 1 

APPLICATION FORM 

Application to participate in the selection process for the Montserrat Roig Writing Prizes 

Applicant’s details 
Name and surname(s):    DNI/NIE/passport: 
Date of birth:    Gender: 
Contact details 

- Tel.: 
- Email address: 
- Postal address: 

 
Project details 
Project summary: 

 
 

Project area: 
 Fiction: prose fiction 

 Fiction: children’s or young adults’ 

 Non-fiction: essay 

 Non-fiction: chronicle 

 Poetry 

 Other (please specify): 

 
Project language: 
 
Preferred period for the project: 

 Spring 

 Autumn 

 Indifferent 

 
Declaration of compliance 
The signatory hereby declares: 

 That all the information that appears in this application and in the accompanying documents is true. 

 That they do not have any outstanding debts with Barcelona City Council or any of its affiliated or 
related bodies. The Institute of Culture may verify the signatory’s fulfilment of this requirement as of 
right. 

 That the email address stated in this application is to be used for all communications. 

 

Date: 

 

Signed: 
 
In accordance with Spain’s Framework Act 15/1999, of 13 December, on Personal Data Protection, we hereby inform you that your personal deta ils will be 
included in the Institute of Culture’s automated Contacts and Mailing file, owned by Barcelona City Council, for the purposes of being able to inform you of the 
Institute of Culture’s activities. You are hereby informed that your data will not be transferred to any other organisation. You may exercise your rights to 
access, amend, cancel or oppose your data, by writing to the City Council’s General Register (Pl. Sant Jaume 1, 08002 Barcelona), stating clearly that the subject 
is ‘Exercising LOPD Right’. 


