
Josep Maria de Sagarra 
(1894‒1961), Catalan poet, 
dramatist and prose writer.

“One day Manuel Brunet said 
to me that if a couple of bombs 
were thrown at the Ateneu Bar-
celonès, three quarters of Ca-
talan literature and Barcelona 
journalism would disappear, 
and that is true indeed. Becau-
se we should know that in the 
library of the Ateneu, which is 
not excessively comfortable, 
stained with ink and glory, 
where by day you are surroun-
ded by palm leaves, and by 
night by green glass lamps, this 
is where most of the dramas, 
novels, stories, articles and 
reports have been written that 
are launched into the world 
and put into circulation every 
day, with more goodwill than 
good fortune. If the Ateneu 
were forced to close, many of us 
would not know how to write.”
   

(“Mirador” nocturn, Mirador (1-
1-1931), L’Aperitiu.)

Josep Pla 
(1897‒1981), Catalan author.

1919. January 17th.
“The Rambla is a marvel. It is 
one of the few streets in Barce-
lona where I feel completely at 
ease. There are always enough 
people that you will cross 
paths with one acquaintance 
or another, but there are always 
enough to go unnoticed ―if 
necessary.”
   

(The Gray Notebook)

Font de Canaletes 
fountain
Tour starting point

The Font de Canaletes is emblema-
tic of La Rambla and the city itself. 
The current fountain dates back 
to 1892 and originally came from 
an eighteenth century deposit by 
the old medieval walls, which dis-
tributed the water through small 
channels (“canaletes”in Catalan); 
thus the fountain and the upper 
section of the Ramblas became 
known as Canaletes. Legend has 
it that if you drink from the Cana-
letes fountain, you shall return to 
Barcelona.

1. 

7. 
General Tobacco Com-
pany of the Philippines/ 
Hotel 1898
La Rambla, 109

The building of the General Tobac-
co Company of the Philippines, de-
signed in 1881 by Antonio López y 
López, the Marquess of Comillas. 
The company was owned by the fa-
mily of poet Jaime Gil de Biedma, 
who worked there for many years 
as General Secretary. It is now the 
Hotel 1898, and the office where 
he wrote some of his poems is still 
conserved today.

Jaime Gil de Biedma 
(1929‒1990), Spanish-language 

poet from Catalonia.

I SHALL NEVER BE 
YOUNG AGAIN 
    
You take life seriously
many years later
―like any youngster, I thought
the world was my oyster. 
 
I would leave my mark 
and receive the accolades 
―growing old and dying were 
the boundaries of the stage.
 
But time has passed 
and the truth is terrifying: 
growing old and dying 
are the only plot in the play.

(Poemas póstumos, Las personas 
del verbo.)

Barcelona Ateneu
Carrer de la Canuda, 6

Palau Savassona (1796), headquar-
ters of the Ateneu Barcelonès, a 
cultural association founded in 
1860. The long list of distingui-
shed characters and writers who 
have been members of the Ateneu 
is impressive: Joan Maragall, Jo-
sep Maria de Sagarra, Josep Pla, 
Montserrat Roig...

It has a particularly attractive li-
brary, café and romantic garden, a 
place made famous for the writers 
and intellectuals who would regu-
larly gather there.  

5. 

Hotel Continental
La Rambla, 138

Hotel where George Orwell and his 
wife Eileen stayed in 1937 in the 
middle of the Civil War. Orwell, 
pen name of Eric Arthur Blair, was 
recruited into the International 
Brigades and fought alongside 
the Republicans on the front lines 
in Aragon. His experience is de-
scribed in the book Homage to 
Catalonia. 

4. 

George Orwell 
(1903‒1950),  English author 

and journalist.

“About midday on 3 May a 
friend crossing the lounge of 
the hotel said casually: ‘There’s 
been some kind of trouble at the 
Telephone Exchange, I hear.’ 
For some reason I paid no at-
tention to it at the time. 

That afternoon, between 
three and four, I was half-way 
down the Ramblas when I 
heard several rifle-shots behind 
me. I turned round and saw 
some youths, with rifles in their 
hands and the red and black 
handkerchiefs of the Anarchists 
round their throats [...]”
   

(Homage to Catalonia)

Montserrat Roig 
(1946‒1991), Catalan author 

and journalist.

“First I went to can Boadas, at 
the top of the Rambla, and I 
took a look at the list of cock-
tails. I ordered one that left an 
acidic aftertaste, and upon fini-
shing it, I ordered another that 
had a bitter flavour, and then 
I ordered another that I liked 
because it was the colour of 
fresh grass. This one had a 
sweet taste to it and I think it 
befuddled my head a slight bit, 
because when I left the bar I 
was staggering.”
   

(L’òpera quotidiana)

3. 
Cocteleria Boadas 
cocktail bar 
Carrer dels Tallers, 1, close
to La Rambla

This is the oldest cocktail bar in 
Barcelona. Founded in 1933 by 
Miquel Boadas, who had worked 
in Cuba in La Floridita at a young 
age, and then worked as a barman 
at Canaletes.   

The venue still preserves its ori-
ginal art deco interior. The Boadas 
was a meeting point for writers 
and artists. 

2. 
Carrer dels Tallers, 45
The house of writer Roberto Bolaño. 

Roberto Bolaño 
(1953‒2003), Chilean novelist 

and poet. 

“He used to make the rounds 
of the old city of Barcelona. 
He wore a long shabby trench 
coat, smelled of black tobacco, 
and almost always happened 
upon the most unusual scenes 
a few minutes in advance.”
 

(“La calle Tallers”, Amberes.)

“In those days, if memory ser-
ves, I lived exposed to the ele-
ments, without my papers, the 
way other people live in castles.
[...] I worked at night. During 
the day I wrote and read. I never 
slept. To keep awake, I drank 
coffee and smoked. Naturally, 
I met interesting people, some 
of them the product of my own 
hallucinations. I think it was 
my last year in Barcelona.”

(“Anarquía Total: ventidós años 
después”, Amberes.)

Number 65 Carrer dels Tallers is 
also the birthplace of writer Jaume 
Fuster (1945‒1998).

Map 10
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Area 8: 
Les Rambles

Area 8: 

Les Rambles
Literary Tour

◄►How to get there:   M   Catalunya  L1, L3, 
FFGC, Renfe, Bus 24, 41, 42, 55, H16, V15.

Tour duration: 1h30

1 Font de Canaletes

fountain

2 Carrer dels Tallers, 45

3 Cocteleria Boadas

cocktail bar

4 Hotel Continental

5 Barcelona Ateneu

6 Teatre Poliorama

theatre

7 Hotel 1898

8 Palau Moja

9 Carrer de Petritxol, 4

10 Palau de la Virreina

11 Mercat de la Boqueria

market

12 Rambla de les Flors

13 Gran Teatre del Liceu

opera house

14 Hotel Orient

15 Plaça Reial

16 Hotel de las Cuatro

Naciones

17 Biblioteca Gòtic

―Andreu Nin

18 Columbus Monument

19 Moll de la Fusta

promenade

6. 
Poliorama Theatre /
Barcelona Royal 
Academy of Arts and 
Sciences
La Rambla, 115

Building of the Barcelona Royal 
Academy of Arts and Sciences, 
opened in 1894. On the ground 
floor a space was refurbished to 
be used for performances, the pro-
ceeds of which would go to cove-
ring the entity’s expenses.

It was appropriated by the CNT-
FAI during the Civil War. Between 
May 3rd and May 7th 1937, it beca-
me the scene of shootings between 
members of the P.O.U.M. and the 
C.N.T. George Orwell was there at 
the time and tells the story in Ho-
mage to Catalonia.    

Joan Brossa 
(1919‒1998), Catalan poet.

Visual Poems Illusory Clock 
and Mask. 

→ Installed in the vestibule of 
the Poliorama Theatre is the 
Illusory Clock (1985).
→  On the ground at the cen-
tre of La Rambla near Carrer 
del Carme, we find the visual 
poem Mask (1991). The mask 
is the characteristic symbol of 
the theatre and the carnival; 
Both elements enjoy a great 
tradition in the city.



 Joan Salvat-Papasseit
(1894‒1924), Catalan poet.

ABOVE MY BOAT 

“Above my boat
sits the rainbow,
stretched out like a vast ribbon.
Therein, the mermaids play
along the water’s surface.”
  

(L’irradiador del port i les gavines)
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 Josep Pla
(1897‒1981), Catalan author.

“In all important cities there 
are monuments similar to this 
one of Columbus. Some taller; 
others, shorter. It looks like they 
were all mass-produced. A co-
lumn with a man on top stretch- 
ing his arm out and pointing 
with his finger at something that 
cannot be seen. The thing that is 
not seen, that must be America, 
one supposes. You cannot ask 
for more expressive efficiency 
within the mental simplicity of 
the composition. It is an indis-
pensible waste of space.” 
  

(Barcelona, una discussió entra- 
nyable)

 André Pieyre 
de Mandiargues

(1909‒1991), French author.

“In this unkind world in which 
we live, Barcelona remains for 
me an island of joy.” 
  

(El Marge)

Pitarra Monument /
Teatre Principal
The Pitarra Monument stands in 
the Pla de les Comèdies square. The 
name is the pen name of Frederic 
Soler (1839‒1895), a playwright and 
promoter of Catalan theatre in the 
fourteenth century. The monument 
was erected in 1906 by popular de-
mand.

The Teatre Principal building 
is situated on number 27-29 of La 
Rambla, today closed and unused.

The Principal was the oldest 
theatre in the city and its origins 
date back to the sixteenth century.

19. 
Moll de la Fusta 
promenade /
Joan Salvat-Papasseit 
Monument
Moll de Bosch i Alsina promenade

Monument in memory of avant- 
garde poet Joan Salvat-Papasseit, 
the work of Robert and Léon Krier. 

Self-taught and from a humble fa-
mily, the poet worked nights as a 
security guard on Moll de la Fusta 
for six months in 1915, as the poem 
Nocturn per a acordió tells us.

18. 
Columbus Monument
Plaça del Portal de la Pau

Monument of Christopher Colum-
bus, which opened in 1888 coincid- 
ing with the Barcelona Universal 
Exposition.

17. 
Pla de les Comèdies /
Biblioteca Gòtic – Andreu 
Nin (Formerly Hotel 
Falcón)
Plaça del Teatre, 32

The library, Biblioteca Gòtic- 
Andreu Nin occupies the building 
of the old Hotel Falcón, which 
during the Spanish Civil War was 
the general barracks of the POUM 
party (The Workers’ Party of Mar-
xist Unification). George Orwell 
talks of it extensively in his book 
Homage to Catalonia. The name 
of the library is a salute to Andreu 
Nin, leader of the POUM who was 
murdered.

Simone Weil is another renowned 
intellectual who was in Barcelona 
during the Civil War. There is a 
famous photo of her opposite the 
POUM headquarters dressed as a 
militiawoman. Weil left written 
evidence of her reflections on the 
war and her misplaced faith in uto-
pias. She had also visited the city 
earlier on, in 1933.

The Biblioteca Gòtic-Andreu 
Nin library has a special collec-
tion dedicated to La Rambla, with 
different areas categorised in “La 
Rambla of Literature,” which is a 
tour through different quotes from 
many writers and intellectuals 
who have referred to La Rambla 
in their writing. The large exterior 
windows and the interior walls 
feature words by Pitarra, Oller, 
Sagarra, García Lorca, Salvat- 
Papasseit, Maragall, Jean Genet, 
J.A. Goytisolo, George Sand, Mercè 
Rodoreda, Carmen Laforet, Mont-
serrat Roig, Juan Marsé, and An-
dré Pieyre de Mandiargues, among 
others.

13. 
Gran Teatre del Liceu 
opera house 
La Rambla, 51-59

Opera house opened on April 4th, 
1847. It was destroyed by a fire on 
January 31st, 1994. Following re-
furbishment, it reopened on Octo-
ber 7th, 1999.

Writer Narcís Oller offers us one 
of the first literary takes on it.

 Narcís Oller
(1846‒1930), Catalan novelist.

“That night was going to be me-
morable in the annals of the Li-
ceu. At last, after having heard 
it proclaimed with great fan-
fare and advertised for weeks, 
Masini, the tenor described as 
‘angelic’ by one of his adoring 
fans, was to have his debut in 
the grand theatre. Prices for 
seats in the Liceu had never 
been seen this high before. In 
the middle of the theatre’s faça-
de, on the railing of the central 
balcony, the name of Masini 
shone in large letters of phos-
phorescent light inside a gas 
star with colossal rays” [...]

“La Rambla was humming 
with energy. People out for a 
stroll would stop, and without 
intending to, would get caught 
up in the dark swarm of curio-
sity that had formed in front of 
the Liceu and almost occupied 
the full width of the Rambla.   
On the pavement on both sides, 
two streams of cars noisily cir-
culated in opposing directions, 
on top of which fine whips 
trembled like an endless bed of 
reeds lashed by an impetuous 
current. Four mounted poli-
ce tried, with little success, to 
bring some order to the dange-
rous muddle of traffic that had 
been caused by a line of cars 
slowing down on the corner of 
Carrer de Sant Pau. One by one 
they were peeling off and stop- 
ping in front of the entrance, 
which was flooded with light. 
[...]

Those on foot, seeing it was 
almost impossible to navigate 
among the wheels and horses, 
were pushing their way forward 
along the crowded and peri-
lously narrow sidewalk. And 
the cars, once they were emp-
tied of occupants, were parked 
in a double row along the Ram-
bles and along the adjacent 
streets, like a strange line of 
monstrous beetles that shone 
white and dazzling light through 
their eyes.”
  

(Narcís Oller, La febrer d’or.)

12. 
Rambla de les Flors 

The most popular section of La 
Rambla, immortalised in novels, 
poems and theatre plays.

 Mercè Rodoreda
(1908‒1983), Catalan storyteller 

and novelist.

“Down the Rambles, what a 
dream! In no other country will 
you see,  flower stalls so full and 
bursting with life. In a bucket, 
a dazzling bunch of red carna-
tions! Roses with silk petals. 
Over there some violets, White 
broom flowering: full branches 
of it,  And roses, roses and more 
roses! Sant Jordi is coming.”
  

(Aloma)

 Josep Maria de Sagarra
(1894‒1961), Catalan poet, 

playwright and author.

“The stands on the Rambla 
were bursting with white and 
red roses [...]

Between the stands of red ro-
ses a grey man of indeterminate 
cheeks and age wobbled a bit as 
he walked, his stomach full of 
whiskey and his heart full of red 
roses [...].”
  

(Vida privada)

 Rafael d’Amat i de 
Cortada, baron of Maldà

(1746‒1819), Catalan writer 
and chronicler.

“January 30th, 1776. In the 
house of the Rambla, or of my 
Hon. Uncle, they are already 
completing the main staircase, 
which has employed many 
masters in the art of construc-
tion. They work on large stone 
sculptures, to beautify the work 
and finish it [...] As for the bal-
cony doors, including those of 
the mezzanines, all are alre-
ady installed, and the majority 
made with mahogany wood. 
They are gilding the Amat coat-
of-arms on the shields in the 
delicate ironwork of the balco-
nies, leaving out the letters “de 
Amat”, which remain black.”
  

(Calaix de sastre I, 1769-1791.)

11. 
Mercat de la Boqueria 
market 
La Rambla, 91

The Market of Sant Josep, widely 
known as La Boqueria. Its histori-
cal origins lie in the sales of street 
food that took place in Pla de la 
Boqueria square. The current mar-
ket was built in 1840 on the land of 
the old Convent of Sant Josep dels 
Carmelites; the metal roof dates 
back to 1914. 

La Boqueria is the setting for 
many literary works from the 
fourteenth century up until today. 
Regular faces at the market inclu-
de writer Manuel Vázquez Montal-
bán and his famous detective Pepe 
Carvalho.

 Manuel Vázquez 
Montalbán

(1939‒2003), Catalan author 
and journalist.

“I’m the one, I’m sure, and es-
pecially through my character 
Pepe Carvalho, who has contri-
buted to the literature of space, 
time and memory that favours 
a market that you have to read, 
or I should say, decode. As an 
echo of this Carvalho who goes 
shopping in La Boqueria, I have 
sometimes met foreign readers 
who take advantage of their 
visit to Barcelona to discover 
what is true or false in an alre-
ady mythical market linked to 
the detective.”
  

(La Boqueria: la catedral dels sentits)

Writer Maria Aurèlia Capmany 
(1918‒1991) initiated the project 
for the restoration and reutilisa-
tion of the Palau de la Virreina,  
and her office was located there 
during her time as Councillor of 
Culture of Barcelona City Council. 
She was born very close to La Ram-
bla and her family had a basket 
shop on number 83, on the corner 
with number 1 Carrer de la Petxina.

Palau de la Virreina /
La Virreina Centre de la 
Imatge  
La Rambla, 99

Baroque palace (18th century) 
built by Manuel Amat i Junyent, 
viceroy of Peru.

Current headquarters of the Bar-
celona Institute of Culture and La 
Virreina Centre de la Imatge con-
temporary art and learning centre. 

Rafael d’Amat i de Cortada, ba-
ron of Maldà, and nephew of the 
viceroy, was one of the city’s first 
literary chroniclers. In his work 
Calaix de sastre, he describes the 
palace’s construction.

10. 

Carrer de Petritxol, 4, 
principal
The house where playwright Àngel 
Guimerà lived from 1902 until his 
death on July 18th, 1924. Most of 
his work premièred at the Teatre 
Romea theatre (at number 51, Car- 
rer de l’Hospital, very close to La 
Rambla), as well as the Principal, 
at the Pla de les Comèdies.

    

9. 

Àngel Guimerà 
(1845‒1924), Catalan 

playwright and poet.

TO BARCELONA 
(excerpt)

“We are and we shall ever be Catalan people,
whether it is so desired or not,
as there is no more proud land
under the sun.”
  

(Poesia completa)

16. 

 Stendhal
(1782‒1842), French author.

“[...] we reached the Rambla, a 
beautiful boulevard in the cen-
tre of Barcelona, This is where 
the inn of Las Cuatros Nacio-
nes (Four Nations) is located 
and where at last we found so-
mewhere to eat: this was a great 
pleasure.”
  

(Stendhal, Mémoires d’un touriste.)

 Jaume Cabré
(1947), Catalan novelist.

“The Rambla was dark and An-
dreu, who was meeting with 
his friend in front of Hostal de 
les Quatre Nacions, started to 
blindly walk, feeling his way 
forward. As might be expect- 
ed, he soon stepped right into 
a puddle [...] A little further up, 
at the height of Carrer de Porta-
ferrissa, some torches gave off a 
slight glow.” 
  

(Senyoria)

Hotel de las Cuatro 
Naciones
La Rambla, 40

The Cuatro Naciones is one of the 
city’s oldest hotels. Several famous 
writers have stayed here including 
Stendhal, pen name of Henry 
Beyle in 1829, and the couple, writer 
George Sand and musician Frede-
ric Chopin in 1838.

The Hostal de les Quatre Nacions 
and La Rambla of the late eigh- 
teenth century are used as settings 
in the novel Senyoria by Jaume 
Cabré.

 Roberto Bolaño
(1953‒2003), Chilean novelist 

and poet.

“The ghosts of the Plaza Real 
are on the stairs.”
  

(“Soy mi propio hechizo”, Amberes.)

15. 
Plaça Reial
Opened in 1848, it was one of 
the most distinguished squares 
in the city, and the only one with 
porticoes. It was built on the land 
of the old monks’ convent of Santa 
Madrona. 

The best way to access the square 
is through Passatge Madoz or Pas-
satge Bacardí. Full of restaurants 
and some classic venues, the squa-
re is the setting for several novels. 
Often frequented by artists and 
Bohemians, at number 12 there is a 
plaque commemorating the house 
where the famous Ocaña lived.

 Hans Christian
Andersen

(1805‒1875), Danish author.

“There was much to be seen. 
Where was I to begin, and whe-
re to end, on the Rambla, the 
Boulevard of Barcelona? [...]

The Rambla became more 
and more thronged; the exces-
sively long street became trans-
formed into a crowded festi-
val-saloon.”
  

(Viaje por España)

 Federico García Lorca
(1998‒1936), poet from Granada.

“The essence of the great 
Barcelona, the eternal, the 
incorruptible, the grand, is on 
this street, which has a Gothic 
side where you can hear clear 
Roman fountains and the 
afternoon prayer, and another 
motley, cruel, incredible side, 
where you can hear the accor-
dions of all the sailors in the 
world and there is a night flight 
of painted lips and peals of 
laughter at dawn.”
  

(A las floristas de la Rambla de 
Barcelona, 1935.) [To the flower 
vendors of the Rambla de Barce-
lona, 1935.]

14. 
Hotel Orient
La Rambla, 45

This hotel opened on April 21st, 
1842 and was called Gran Fon-
da d’Orient. In was built on the 
grounds of the old Coŀlegi de Sant 
Bonaventura after its disentail-
ment in 1835. The hotel’s interior 
still preserves the structure of the 
cloister, which was converted into 
the Comtal Lounge.

The famous storyteller Hans 
Christian Andersen stayed here 
during his visit to the city in 1862. 
His impressions of La Rambla and 
the city are portrayed in the volu-
me A Visit to Spain.

The poet Federico García Lorca 
had also frequented the bar at the 
Hotel Oriente and La Rambla du-
ring his visit to Barcelona in 1935 
for the première of his work Doña 
Rosita la soltera o el lenguaje de las 
flores at the Teatre Principal on La 
Rambla.

Jacint Verdaguer 
(1845‒1902), Catalan poet.

TO BARCELONA
(excerpt)

“No, they have not taken away 
  [your sea, or the plain, or the mountain
 that rises up behind you like a cloak, 
or that sky that once was 
                                 [like a roof over my head, 
or that sun that would one day 
                               [be the beacon of my ship; 

or the genius, that star 
                 [that guides you, or those wings, 
industry or art, garments 
                                         [of a beautiful future, 
or that sweet aroma 
                             [of charity that you exhale, 
or that faith ... and a people 
                          [that believes it cannot die!”
  

(Odes a Barcelona)

8. 
Palau Moja  
Carrer de la Portaferrissa, 1

Palace built in 1864 by the Mar-
quess of Moja. Antonio López y 
López, appointed the Marquess of 
Comillas in 1870, bought it in 1878 
to use as a family residence. Poet 
Jacint Verdaguer, priest of the 
family who also was responsible 
for the distribution of alms, as al-
moner to the Marquess, resided at 
the palace between 1876 and 1891. 
During this period the relationship 
began to deteriorate due to chari-
table “excesses” and persecution 
by the church hierarchy.

The building currently houses 
the headquarters of the Catalan 
Government’s General Directo-
rate of Cultural Heritage. The Ca-
talan Heritage House, dedicated 
to promoting the local culture, is 
situated on the ground floor of the 
building.   
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