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Frequently asked questions about the
validity and extension of residence and
stay permits in Spain affected by the
COVID-19 State of Alarm period*

According to information from the Ministry of Health order SND/421/2020 of 18 May 2020.
-> See the communication here

This measure intends to put an end to the legal uncertainty that the current situa-
tion causes both to foreigners living and working in Spain, but also to social and
economic agents during the State of Alarm.

The Orientation and Accompaniment Service for Immigrants (SOAPI) has pre-
pared an informative document based on the Communications of the Ministry
of Health in this situation.

What happens if my temporary residence and/or work permit expires during
the state of alarm or expired during the 90 calendar days prior to the state
of alarm?

The permit is automatically extended. No formalities are required and you will
not be notified individually. This extension starts the day after the expiry of the
permit and lasts for up to six months after the end of the state of alarm.

What happens if my stay permit for study purposes, student mobility,
non-working internship or volunteer services expires during the state of
alarm or it expired during the 90 calendar days prior to the state of alarm?

The permit is automatically extended. No formalities are required and you will
not be notified individually. This extension starts the day after the expiry of the
authorisation and lasts for up to six months after the end of the state of alarm.

Attention: This extension will not apply to educational stays in the field of Health
Sciences regulated by Article 30 of Royal Decree 183/2008.

(*) Document prepared on 22/05/2020. The information provided in this document may be subject to change in
future communications from the Ministry.
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http://www.interior.gob.es/web/servicios-al-ciudadano/covid-19/proteccion-internacional
https://www.boe.es/eli/es/o/2020/05/18/snd421/dof/spa/pdf
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What happens if my community member family card expires during the
alarm state or expired during the 90 calendar days prior to the alarm
state?

The card is automatically extended. No formalities are necessary and you will not
be notified individually. The card remains valid during the alarm state and up to
six months after the alarm state ends.

What happens if my long-term residence card expires during the alarm
state or expired during the 90 calendar days prior to the alarm state?

The card is automatically extended. No formalities are necessary and you will not
be notified individually. The card remains valid during the alarm state and up to
six months after the alarm state ends.

What happens with my residence or stay permit if | submitted an applica-
tion for renewal, extension or modification before the entry into force of
this order (20 May 2020) and | still do not have a decision?

The permit you had before you submitted the application is automatically ex-
tended as long as the application has not been resolved. This extension starts
the day after the expiry of the permit and lasts until six months after the end
of the state of alarm. If, during this extension, the request is resolved and it is
approved, the extension will not take effect.

With this extension, what are the new deadlines for submitting the re-
newal or modification of my permit for residence or temporary stay?

You will be able to submit a request for renewal or modification at any time
during the term of the extension and up to 90 calendar days after the end of
its term.

What happens if | entered Spain with a 90-day stay visa and it expired
during the state of alarm?

If it expired during the alarm state, your stay visa will be automatically extended
for a period of 3 months valid only on Spanish territory.

What happens if | have a long term visa (Youth Mobility Agreement or
study visa up to 180 days) and it expired during the state of alarm?

It will be extended for a period of 3 months from the end of the state of alarm
as long as you remain in Spain and have not been able to return to your home
country.

If | am outside Spanish territory without being able to return because of
the COVID-19 situation, will this absence count negatively when | want to
renew my permit or card?

No. The time you were unable to return as a result of the COVID-19 situation will
not count as absence to prove continuity of residence.

(*) Document prepared on 22/05/2020. The information provided in this document may be subject to change in
future communications from the Ministry.
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What happens if | have one of the following documents that expires during
the state of alarm and | am abroad?

a. a permit for temporary residence or stay,

b. a community member family card,

c. a long-term card,

d. a long-stay visa for investors or entrepreneurs

You will be able to enter Spain on presentation of your valid and up-to-date
travel document and your expired foreigner’s identity card or expired visa.

(*) Document prepared on 22/05/2020. The information provided in this document may be subject to change in
future communications from the Ministry.
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If you need more information, you can contact:

Orientation and Accompaniment
Services for Immigrant People - SOAPI

- More information here

Ciutat Vella Eixample Sants-Montjuic
608 746 150 663 074 852 625 177 743
acollidai@bcn.cat acollida2@bcn.cat acollida3@bcn.cat
Les Corts Sarria-Sant Gervasi Gracia

663 074 852 625 177 743 625 177 748
acollida2@bcn.cat acollida3@bcn.cat acollida6@bcn.cat
Horta-Guinardo Nou Barris Sant Andreu

663 137 738 676 105 222 633 334 258
acollida4@bcn.cat acollida7@bcn.cat acollida8@bcn.cat
Sant Marti Suport SOAPI

648 191 666 695 152 724

acollida5@bcn.cat suportsoapi@bcn.cat

SOAPI is a service of the Council of Barcelona expert in welcoming and ac-
companiment of immigrant people. It offers information, orientation, support
and advisory on knowledge about the environment, registration, obtaining a
health card, learning languages, procedures in the foreigner’s office, rights and
duties, associationism, leisure and other topics.

Other services of the Council of Barcelona:

+ Attention to Immigrants, Emigrants and Refugees Service (SAIER).
More information Here

+ Family Reunification Accompaniment. Municipal Program New
Families in Barcelona.
More information Here

+ Information Point for Rooting (PIA)
More information Here



https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/novaciutadania/ca/acollida-i-acompanyament
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/novaciutadania/ca/servei-datencio-immigrants-emigrants-i-refugiats-saier
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/novaciutadania/ca/acompanyament-al-reagrupament-familiar
https://ajuntament.barcelona.cat/novaciutadania/ca/informes-i-altres-documents-destrangeria

