SUMMARY

Social profile

SOCIAL CHANGES IN BARCELONA N THE 19805

The aim of the Barcelona Social Profile section is to integrate different
sources of statistical information 1o allow policians and professionals in po-
sitions of responsibility, researchers and experts, o have an overall view of
certain closely interrelated social tendencies or phenomeni.

The section is based on an integrated information system which brings
together a selection of those indicators considered most relevant for the
planning of state administrative policies. These indicators provide informa-
tions about different aspects of social reality: demography, economics, he
alth, education, housing, sport and culture, social participation, social pro-
tection and public security. They are territorialy structured and thus allow
comparisons (o be made between the city, the districts, the neighbourhoods
and smaller statistical arcas. They also allow comparisons between other te-
rritorial units: Catalonia, Spain and Europe.

In the first issue, there is an overall view of the social evolution of the
city over the last 10 years, highlighting the important changes in the structu-
re and size of the city's population, the changes in the structure and size of
households, the improvement in the educational levels of the citizens of Bar-
celona. the positive changes in the labour market, the economic recovery be-
ginning in 1986, and the start of the cconomic recession and the slight incre-
ase in unemployment which began in 1991,

Radiography

CHARACTERISTICS AND CONDICIONS OF THE LIVES OF THE WOMEN OF
BARCELONA

According to the council census of 1991, 867,554 women live in Barce-
loma, which represents 52% of the total inhabitants of the city. These women
have needs, interests and ways of life which are different according to their
age, social background and life cyele. The study describes the characteristics
and social conditions of these women, and reflects the situations of inequa-
lity to which they are subjected under the headings of domestic labour, coo-
nomic resources, education, opportunities to become part of the labour
market, and working conditions,

It also reveals the processes of change being produced, especially in
the younger generations, and which can be seen in the transformations of
the educational levels and the employment rates, but especially in Family
structures and social roles,

Dossier

REFLECTIONS ON THE CHANGE IN AGE STRUCTURE OF RESIDENTS O THE
CITY OF BARCELONA

The gquestion of the aging of the population is raised, not as a problem
but rather as an achieverment and a privilege of medern industrial societies,
which is 1o say, as the successiul result of the continual batle against mmor-
tality and o improve the quality of life. Reginning with an analysis of change
throughout this century of the age pyramid ofr the inhabitants of Barcelona,
it analyses the important growth in the population over 65 years of age,
which has taken place in the last fve years, and gives details of the differeces
which wxist between the districts of the city. For the first time in the history
of the city, there are more peaple over 65 (17% of the population) than there
are under 15 (14.41%), according 1o the census data from 1991, Barely five
years ago, according o the municipal census, the situation was the oppaosite
(14.85% over 65, 17.638% children), This transformation has been caused by a
progressieve inerease in life cxpectancy, and a decrease in immigration and
the birth-rate which have led to o negative growth since 1985, To provide o
context for the case of Barcelona the data for the city are compared with tho-
set [or other contexts (Catalonia, Spain, Europe, the world).

INDICATORS OF SOCIAL NEEDS OF OLDER PEOPLE IN BaRcELONA

The notion of need is discussed as something dynamic and changing,
conditioned by society. Although there ane basic needs which can be consi-
dered universsal, these are manifested in different ways according to the di-
ferent cultures, and the different historical, economic and political conditio-
ning factors, The idea of old age and the specific needs of this age group
influenece the definition and selection of indicators, The main problems of
old age are: those derived from previous precarious sinations which become
worse with retirement and old age (lack of economic resources, solliude, so-
cial marginality, etc); those derived from the psychological and physical de-
terioration which accompany the aging process; and those which appeadr as a
cosequence of generational change and replacement (retirement, change
and loss of social roles, decrease in activity, lack of social, economic and cul-
tural spacel. Data is given on the aging index in each neighbourhood and its
accentuation in the areaas of oldest settlement (where it is more than 20% of
the population), about the proportion of those over 75 about who have 65 or
maore (about 40%], about the importam numbers living alone (around 29%),
and the high praportion of women in the elderly population,
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THE ECONOMIC SITUATION OF THE ELDERLY IN BARCELONA

A brief summary is given of the cconomic sitwtion of the elderly in
Barcelona. The main sources of income are the Social Security pensions, and
the averages for 19491 are discussed,

with details of the distribution throughout the differemt districts of the
city,

Other neorn s that froen capdtal, but the information sources for this
are few. The author uses spending on cenain goods as indirect data. Lastly,
social benelits are discussed which can be considered as complementary so-
clal salary for the eldedy, I is, therefore, a study which brings topether and
synithesises some of the studies and sources of records which exist inoa field
of great importanee for planning public administration policies, and of those

services which must have greater distributive character.

RETIREMENT AND FREE TIME IN THE POPULATION OF BARCELONA

On the basis of the resulis of a survey carried out among BOO persans
aped between 50 and 70, the article highlights some of the most changing as-.
pects of refirement. From the study, i can be seen thar there ane more peao-
ple who retire carier than they had expected, and many more that do so be-
fore the retiring age of 65, This fact, together with the increase in life
expectancy, gives greater importance o the need (o have a life project for
this stage in lifie, which s characterised by a lirge amount of free tme,

HEALTH AND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF SENILE DEMENTIA: WHAT WE
KNOW ABOUT BARCELONA

Senile dementia is a condition which appears with greatest fregquency
i ar advanced age of a person’s life so, paradoxically, the more peaple’s li-
fespans are extended, the commoner it beecomes, For this reason, in Barcelo-
it the number of persons affected by senile dementia is also increasing, In
this article, some of the contents of a study done for the Barcelona City

Council by ICESE in 1992 are summarised. The study, on the basis of
ather research and using biliographic sources, analyses the different kinds of
senile dementia and looks at its treatment from health, social and legal pers-

pectives.

Monographs

“THE SITUATION OF ETHNIC MINORITIES IN THE CluTaT VELLA DISTRICT"

O the basis of data from social services centres, in-depth imerviews
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and case studies, an analysis s made of the situation of ethnic minorities or,
more exactly, of those ethnic minorities which live in the *Ciutat Vella™ dis-
trict, The social and wrban characteristics of the old part of the city anract
immigrants from Morocco, The Philippines, Pakistan, India, Central Africa
and other countries, in somewhat precariows living conditions, Normally
there is a majority of young single men and a lesser number of families.

The miain difficulties faced by immigrants are analysed, Economically,
this immigration, being cheap labour as is vsual in the "Cluta Vella® districe
of Barcelona, has few professional qualifications, comes from poor areas, not
necessarily rural, and has great difficalty in integrating into society, The
main difficulties are legal ones, because of the difficulty of obtaining a work
permit and residence permit in Sepain, and socio-culiural ones, because of
the difficulty of integration and because of the aumonomous population’s dif-
ficulty in accepting the differences which are part of the phennomenon of
immigration,

SURVEYS CRIME VICTIMS AMD PUBLIC OPINIONS ON PUBLIC SECURITITY

The Technical Commission on Public Security was asked in 1983 (o es-
tablish a system which would produce a description of the situation of crime
in the city, Since then, a survey has been carried out each year which gathers
information about the objective aspects (victims of crime) and the subjective
aspects (opinions on urban security) of the phenomenon of insecurity in the
streets, 50 at present, information s available on street crime in Barcelona
over i whole decade, which allows us to know how victims of crime and pu-
hlic opinion have evolved over these vears. It can be seen that the crima rae
has fallen from 2008 in 1963 w0 166 in 1992, that there is a wendency for the
different districts of the city to be more similar in their crime rates, that the
crirme rate is greatest in the central "Ciuat Vella®™ area, that o distorted image
exists about crime in certai districts and neighbourhoods, and that the rate of
reported crime has risen from 38,0 in 1983 w0 43,3 in 1992,

THE YOUNG HOMELESS: ITINERARIES OF THE POOR

This is a preliminary study, via observation and case soudies of the
yuung people who live in the streets of Barcelona, withouwr a home, s aim is
to allow the necessary thinking about this hidden reality which will make it
possible to draw up suitable progrommes of social reintegration. The siudy
analyses the situation of a froup fo young people, numerically few but so-
Chally important, who as a result of the deficiencies, lacks and continual bre-
aks in the process of their social integeation, lind themselves now on the
oduskirts of and alienated from social lifie, The siudy reveals how weak and
conflictive social-fumily relations and the resulting disincing or radical break



with the family and primary social networks are a common element in the
majority of the lives they have lived; how the urban context and the public
space force the young person o redefine the guidelines of hisdher daily life,
and the way in which the experience of belng perceived as an owsider in-
Nuences thir mls and personal expectations. The study also shows the diffe-
rent profiles and backgrounds in which combine leaving home, unemploy-
ment, cconomic scarcity, drug consumption, and other social and health
problems.,

THE SIZE AND STRUCTURE OF THE CULTURAL SECTOR IN BARCELONA

This artiele is a summary-synthesis of research carried oaut by the Co-
medin Consultancy [London) and [NITS (Barcelonal companies, for the Cul-
tural Department of the Bareelona City Couneil. The study analyses cultural
production as a sector of the city’s economy, and thus the patential and we-
aknesses in the different phases of production. distribution and consump-
tion. It analyses specific aspects of these in each sector (performing ans,
plastic arts, music, the audio-visual industry, craft, design, ewc), as well as the
roles played by the public sector, organised civil society, and companies and
professionals in this sector. 1t is published in Catalan for the Barcelona City
Council with a full summary in Spanish and English.

THE SITUATION OF THE ELDERLY IN THE “SaNT MarT DisTRICT"

This article describes the main conclusions of a survey carried out
among 750 peaple aged 50 or more in the municipality of “Sann Martg” (Bar-
celonal, in 1991, The survey included global aspects such as cconomics, hou-
sing, personal relations, mobility, ete. The results allow three large popula-
tion groupings to be distinguished according to their ager groups. and their
characteristics. For those aged 50-65, the activity rates are relatively high, al-
hough with a steady downward tendency. The 65-75 age group. in which la-
bour activity tends o disappear, has full functional autonomy, and is very
active with respect to personal relations, As from 75-80 years of age, physical
dependency increases and thus the level of persanal relations and activity,

ATTITUDES OF BARCELONA CITIZENS TOWARDS IMMIGRANTS FROM
OTHER CULTURES

This study was done for the municipal Social Wellfare Council, with the
aim of describing the opinions and attimdes of the population of Barcelona
towards those persons who have immigrated from other countries and culiu-
res. The conclusions are based on the analvsis of a survey carried out among
a0 residents of the city, in May and June of 1991, However, the resullts ane

conditioned by the small number of immigrants (compared 0 other Eupean
cities), since according 1o the 1991 municipal census there were 23,3229 [o-
feigners resident in Barcelona, 1.4% of the total inhabitants, The analysis of
the answers shows whether the citieens of Barcelona believe that immigra-
tion will increase in the future (66.5% affirmative), their opinions on what
causes migration (mostly economic crises) and the advantages and disad-
vantages of immigration, as well as a discussion of the sterdotypes and views
on the different groups, sceording to where they came from.
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